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• Should the mother be tested?

• Should the mother take AIDS drugs?

• Should her baby be tested?

• Should her baby take AIDS drugs?

The Medical Decisions
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The Standard Viewpoint

• HIV tests accurate

• AIDS drugs safe and effective

• Mothers can refuse only for themselves

• It is irrational to deny benefits of HIV/
AIDS research to her child
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The Standard Human 
Rights Question

• Human rights of mother and human 
rights of child conflict.

• Should the irrational views of the mother 
prevail over the health of the child?
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An Alternative View

• HIV tests are inaccurate

• AIDS drugs are toxic and ineffective

• It is rational to refuse these interventions 
for both her and her child.
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The Alternative Human 
Rights Question

• There isn’t one. The needs of mother 
and child are aligned.

• A mother who refuses inaccurate tests 
and toxic drugs for herself or her child, 
has a natural birth and breastfeeds 
should be above reproach.
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Is There a Human Rights 
Question?

• There is only a question about parental 
rights if establishment views on 
HIV/AIDS are correct.

• It is first a question of science and then, 
possibly, a question of human rights.

8



Alberta Reappraising AIDS Society
David Crowe

David.Crowe@aras.ab.ca

IPRA Calgary 2006

Real Cases
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Valerie Emerson, Maine1

• Valerie, daughter Tia and son Nik were all on AZT.
• Tia died a painful death2 at age 4 and Valerie took herself and 

Nik off AZT.
• State lost bid for custody in 1998. Judge ruled: “She has placed 

her faith in this medical approach in the past and has lost a 
child. She has discontinued her own treatment with no 
apparent present ill-effects. She has observed an outward 
improvement in her sick son’s condition with a discontinuance 
of drug therapy”

• Sadly, Nik died in March 2006 of blood cancer.3 Risk of one 
type of cancer (NHL) after three years of AZT is almost 50%.4
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The Tyson Case

• Kathleen is HIV-positive but healthy 
without antiretroviral drugs.

• David is HIV-negative despite a long-
term (over 10 years) monogamous 
relationship with Kathleen.

• Court ruled that parents must give AZT 
to Felix and mother must not breastfeed.
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Other Cases

• Cases that did not go to court cannot be 
discussed because the children are still 
minors and custody would be an issue if 
they were made public.

• I know of several cases, and there are 
indications that there are many more.
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Scientific Questions
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HIV Testing
14

• Antibody tests indicate past exposure 
not current infection.

• Antibody tests prone to cross-reactions

• Widespread testing of low risk 
populations is inadvisable (see ‘PPV’)

• No tests have been validated against the 
‘gold standard’ of virus purification.
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Positive Predictive Value

• Assume test is 99.9% accurate.

• Assume low risk population with 1 out of 1,000 actually 
infected.

• 1 out of 1000 negative people will test false positive. 
1 out of 1000 people will test true positive.

• 50% chance positive test is correct!

• What if tests are really only 99% accurate and 
prevalence is really only 1 out of 10,000?
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Gold Standard 
Conundrum

• Only ‘Gold Standard’ for virus tests is 
virus purification and characterization.

• Purification has never been 
accomplished for HIV.

• Test are validated in clinically sick 
people (but not health) or against other 
tests.
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HIV Test Resource

• Science too voluminous to quote in 
detail

• See http://aras.ab.ca/test.html for 
hundreds of scientific quotations on 
problems with HIV tests.
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Popular Interventions

• Cesarean Section1

• Birth Canal Cleansing1

• AZT or other drugs for mother, fetus and infant

• Formula Feeding

• Success measured by HIV test results not 
long-term health

• All interventions generate revenue and power 
for industrial medicine
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Drugs to Prevent 
Transmission (MTCT)

• AZT approved widely, Nevirapine in 
some third world countries.

• AZT is a nucleoside analogue. It is 
designed to interfere with DNA synthesis 
(AZT=Thymidine).

• “AZT is a Genotoxic Transplacental 
Carcinogen in Animal Models”1
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The Fine Print on AZT

• The author will read a few quotations.

• Quotations are regularly updated at http://aras.ab.ca/azt.html 

• Currently, about 150 documents are cited there, mostly peer-
reviewed scientific papers
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A Word from The 
Manufacturer

• “It was often difficult to distinguish 
adverse events possibly associated with 
administration of RETROVIR® (AZT™) 
from underlying signs of HIV disease or 
intercurrent illnesses”

Retrovir product monograph. 
GlaxoSmithKline. 2005 Sep 21.
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Nevirapine, a Better 
Option?

• Research indicates that toxicity is similar 
to AZT1 with a high death rate.

• Major risks are liver failure2, allergic 
rashes and skin reactions3. All can be 
fatal.

• Corruptions in research have been 
exposed by Associated Press4 and 
Harper’s magazine5.
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HIV and Breastfeeding
• Risk of mother-to-child transmission (MTCT) 

estimated as about 30%. About half blamed on 
breastfeeding.

• Risk of formula feeding often downplayed or 
ignored.

• 100% of children of HIV+ mothers will 
experience dangers of formula, but only about 
one-seventh can possibly benefit.

• Are we sure HIV is 7 times more dangerous?
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A Call to Action
• You must make up your own mind

• The result of asking someone of superior 
status is preordained

• Your task is not easy but the lives of 
millions of mothers and babies hang in 
the balance

• Many alternative resources are available 
to help you1,2,3.
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The Last Word

• “An entire generation of scientists and scholars, 
misguided by flawed hypotheses, often commit 
their talents and energy, as well as human and 
financial resources in the unproductive pursuit of a 
false lead.” (Guy Faguet, cancer researcher)

• The record of allopathic medicine on birth, 
breastfeeding, breast cancer and other “women’s 
issues” is terrible. Could they be wrong again?
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